
















































































































































































































































































Utilization	of Language Archives in	
Endangered Language Research,	
Revitalization,	and	Documentation	
(Portland,	2015)
Committee	on	Endangered	
Languages	and	their	Preservation
Community-based	language	archives
• “Archives	have	continuously	evolved	to	remain	
relevant	even	as	media	environments,	access	
concepts,	and	user	demographics	have	changed.	
Endangered	language	archives	are	well-placed	to	
participate	in	and	articulate	these	shifts.”	(Linn	
2014)
Problematizing	“archives”
• The	notion	of	“archives”	– with	a	predefined	
mission	independent	of	its	user	community	– may	
itself	be	an	example	of	top-down	thinking.
• Rather	than	engaging	user	communities	and	asking	
them	what	they	would	like	to	see	done	with	their	
language	resources,	we	assume	archiving	– with	its	
focus	on	preservation	– is	a	universal	good.
• User-centered	design	offers	us	an	avenue	to	revisit	
these	notions	and	engaging	with	user	communities	
to	develop	better	language	archives.
Who	are	the	users?
• In	order	to	apply	User-Centered	Design	principles,	
we	also	need	to	know	who	the	users	are
Past	users	 Current	
users
Future	
users
Current	
users
Current	
users
Austin,	Peter.	2011.	Who	uses	digital	language	archives?	In	Endangered	Languages	and	
Cultures.
Bird,	Steven	and	Gary	Simons.	2003.	Seven	dimensions	of	portability	for	language	
documentation	and	description.	Language	79(3).557-82.	
Hagan,	William	T.	1978.	Archival	Captive	– The	American	Indian.	American	Archivist	
41(2).135-46.
Hill,	Amanda.	2004.	Serving	the	Inivisible User:	Meeting	the	needs	of	online	users.	Journal	of	
the	the	Society	of	Archivists	25(2).139-48.
Holton,	Gary.	2012.	Language	archives:	They're	not	just	for	linguists	any	more.	Potentials	of	
Language	Documentation:	Methods,	Analyses,	and	Utilization,	ed.	by	F.	Seifart,	G.	Haig,	
N.P.	Himmelmann,	D.	Jung,	A.	Margetts	and	P.	Trilsbeek,	111-17.	(LD&C	Special	
Publication	no.	3).	Honolulu:	University	of	Hawai'i	Press.
Hunter,	Gregory.	2003.	Developing	and	Maintaining	Practical	Archives.	Neal-Schuman.
Huvila,	Isto.	2008.	Participatory	archive:	towards	decentralised curation,	radical	user	
orientation,	and	broader	contextualisation of	records	management.	Archival	Science	
8.15-36.
Linn,	Mary.	2014.	Living	archives:	A	community-based	language	archive	model.	Language	
Documentation	and	Description	12.53-67.	
Robinson,	Laura	C.	Archiving	directly	from	the	field.
Shepard,	Michael.	2014.	"The	Substance	of	Self-Determination:”	Language,	Culture,	Archives	
and	Sovereignty.	University	of	British	Columbia	Ph.D.	dissertation.
Shilton,	Katie	and	Ramesh	Srinivasan.	2007.	Counterpoint:	Participatory	Appraisal	and	
Arrangement	for	Multicultural	Archival	Collections.	Archivaria 63.87-101.
Theimer,	Kate.	2014.	The	Future	of	Archives	is	Participatory:	Archives	as	Platform,	or	A	New	
Mission	for	Archives.	ArchivesNext.	
